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The Essence of the Gospel
Genesis 50:15-21, Romans 14:1-12,
& Matthew 18:21-35

Christianity means many things to many people; however, at its core it is God's
gracious action toward those who deserve to receive the sad consequence of their sin
and disobedience. In our gospel reading this week, we learn of a servant’s incredible
debt that was forgiven by his master. (Matthew 18:21-35). The master absorbed the
debt of the servant in an act of compassion and love. Yet, as the servant went away
free, his attitude toward another who owed him a much smaller debt was not forgiving.

The essence of the gospel was demonstrated in an act of grace by Jesus dying on the
cross for your sins. This is why an unforgiving heart is incompatible with Christianity.
Faith in Jesus Christ receives an enormous gift of love and grace, which, by God’s Spirit,
leads to a forgiving heart toward others.

Baptism at Messiah Lutheran Church

On Sunday, September 6, Ella Rose Geraldez Krastins was baptized at Messiah Lutheran
Church. It was a tremendous blessing for the whole church family. Both Chad's and
Courtney’s families traveled from far-away parts of the country to celebrate this
blessed Sacrament with our congregation and witness the promises of God’'s grace
bestowed upon a new life in Jesus Christ.

Our God has blessed us this year with twenty-one baptisms at our church. Please
continue to pray for opportunities to share the gospel with our families and friends, as
well as the Raleigh community.



Bible Study on the Beatitudes

As the Fall season emerges, we begin a new Bible study, and there will be a couple of
opportunities to join in. Our Bible Study is on the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12). After a
summary by Matt Chandler on RightNow Media, we will engage in our discussion and
study. Each week we will take one Beatitude for study. Bible studies are offered on
Mondays at Pastor Jim’s house at 7 pm (6054 Daybreak Dr. in Bartlett) and on Thursdays
at 10:30 am at Messiah Lutheran.
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A member from the Gideons International will
visit Messiah Lutheran Church on Sunday,
September 27th. They will give a brief report of
their ministry during the Sunday service, followed
by a lengthier description of their ministry during
the Sunday school hour. The Gideons distribute ) )
Bibles around the world and are chaptered here Picture of Messian Lutheran
in Memphis. Perhaps some men may be taken on Auguist 18, 2026 by
n phis. Fernaps some m Y Terry Hewlett
interested in joining their ministry.

Messiah Lutheran is having a birthday in
October! The church is 65 years young! We are
planning a celebration. Please stay tuned.
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/6054+Daybreak+Dr?entry=gmail&source=g
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